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Bluffer’s @

v SIF Alexander Strachan, 15t Baron of Thorn-
ton, was embroiled In a scandal in the
early 17th century when he assisted his
cousin James keith's mother, the Countess

\.'I"Hl‘ifh-ﬂ 1o leave her home at Benholm Castie
and escape her unhappy mariage 1o the Earl of
Marischal. When the earl was away, Alexander,
James and the Countess stole the furnishings

and valuables from both Benholm and Dunnotiar
Castle and carried them 1o Thomton, where the
countess would live with Sir Alexander, wha she
was o later marry. The theft and his affalr with the
countess well and truly thrusi Sirachan into the
limelight, but it did not dampen his relationship
with king Charles, who made Alexander a Baronet
of Nova Scotia In 1625

TEN IMPORTANT FACTS THAT EVERY ASPIRING MEMBER
OF CLAN STRACHAN SHOULD KNCW

During the Soottish Wars of iIndependence,
the family ‘de Strachan’ is believed 10 have
1 opposed Robert the Bruce’s claim o the
A throne and supported the Toom Tabard”,
!:Jlm Halliol, and later the Comyn claim fo the
throne. Alter defeating forces loyal 1o Comyn at
the Battle of Inverurle in 1308, Bruce began con-
solidating his victory across Scotland and started
disinheriting lands belonging 1o those who
supparied his opponent. The lands of the ‘de
Strachan’ nobles were confiscated, they were
disinherited and the barony passed 1o Sir
Alesander Fraser, Bruce’s Great Chamberkain

Arguably the most famous member of the

clan today s Gordon Strachan, manager of

Scotland’s national football ieam, Bom in

1957, Strachan was part of the Aberdeen
team that beal Spanish side Real Madrid 2-1 in Gothe
enburg in 1983 1o win the Eurapean Cup Winners®
Cup. He played 635 league maiches for Dundee,
Aberdeen, Manchester United, Leeds Unlied and
Coventry City, scoring 138 goals. He also scored fve
times during 50 appearances for Scotfand, taking
over as Scotland coach in January 20013,

After Robert the Bruce's son, David, was
captured by the English, the clan was
reinstated. This meant that, by 1355, almost
all those who had formerly benefited from
the Strachans had renewed their alleglance to the
clan. After this, the most powerful Strachan seats
4 Lving 20 miles 1o the souh-west of Aberdeen,  became Thomton, Monboddo, Glenkindie, Carmyl-

I the district of Strachan Is the birthplace of I and Lemturk.
ihe clan thai shares its name. The name
J Strachan’ s believed 1o be dedved from wo e Desplle considerable debate, there are gy, s part of the revival of the dan, the Clan
Gaelic words - “Strath” meaning "broad valley” and |, two equally accurate pronunciations of the 'f | Strachan Society created the “Order of the
“Aven” meaning ‘river’. Three rivers = the Aven, the N surname Strachan. The first is based on = Heart" in 2013 (o roward “a select few vinu-

ous and desendng individuals for pre-emi-
nent contributions, senice or personal sacrifice o
the benefit of Clan Sirachan’, Recpients so far have
been: Benjamin and Uze Strachan: lan and Griselda

Dve and the Feugh - How through the district and v the Gaelic derivation and is pronounced
are all irbutaries of the River Dee, Inadlnq Lo one “strawn’ with a silent ‘ch’. The second comes from
translation for the name as ithe vale of the waters’,  a mode Anglicised Scots dialect and Is pronounced

The district measures roughly 20 miles in length “strak-han'. The two different pronunclations are
and about 12 miles in width and covers an area of likely to have originated as a result of the Stra- Thornton-Kemsley: Much Honoured Roddy Stachan,
about 56,000 acres. chan’s precarious position as a dlan sifuated In Baron of Benholm; Sir Mew Strachan, Laird of Glen-
the Highlands where Gaelic was more frequently highton; Rob Strachan; James Andrew Strachan; and
The name Strachan began to be used at spoken but also with a number of Scots-speaking Dennis Cralg Stawhun,
the dawn of the 13th century, when King Lowland descendanis
William appoimed Willlam Giffard as thane History doesn'l record what clansmen
of Strachan. Giffard, who held lands near The last clan chief was Admisal Sir Richard shouted as they raced into battle but
Haddington in East Lothian, in tum chose Waltheof Strachan who died in 1828 leaving no male historians can almost be cenain that
de Strachan, one of his allies, to be his ‘lefre-len- heirs. Strachan carried on the family tradition the clan’s war oy would have been
ant’ to manage the lands, paying Giffard in either and joined the Roval Mavy in 1772, at the age “‘Clachnaben’, the name of the mountain that

looms over the village of Strachan. Phvsical fea-
fures within the dan district would usually offer in-
spiration for such calls and, rising 10 an Impressive
511 metres above the village, Clachnaben provides
the Ideal landmark.

money or produce. Waltheof Is thought 1o be the of 12, He Is best known for capturing four french
first person 1o use Strachan as a surname - at that  ships that escaped from the Batile of Trafalgar in
point in history, sumames often denoted the place 1805, Strachan was a popular admiral, desplte his
from which a persen came, rather than thelr family  unmly temper and persistent cursing, which eamed
name him the nickname of *Mad Dick’ amongst his men.

Please Note: As it applies to #2 above, recent research seems to indicate Waltheof de Strachan succeeded William Giffard (c.1195 to 1214), was the superior of the Strachan territory, and holding these lands
in feu-tenure as a direct vassal of King William of Scotland. Various grants and charters seemingly suggest that prior to succeeding to the lands of Strachan, Waltheof was likely descendant from the de Quincy
family. Itis perhaps even more likely that he is descendant from Cospatric, Earl of Lothian; whose father was Waltheof of Allerdale; whose father was Cospatric, Earl of Northumbria. Octreda, sister of
Waltheof of Allerdale married Duncan Il of Scotland d. 1094. Both families have strong connections in areas around Dunfermline in Fife, as well as East Lothian. This seems to provide evidence to suggest

Lowland origins with Anglo-Norman descent.
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i the hallveny of his bome, Kab Strachan poinds (o his ol

ancient eartlands on a Seotland of Gld” mup that hangs on the
wall. 1is finger trooes the il Lthe village
Aberidoeis before maowing up to an enclove
hecast and e fisally B0 Ehe clan crest that adormns the

1 ano

of Strachan

fuerdher
fisot oF the poster.

Ax the flrst head of the clan for 186 vears, Rob has a special inborest
e Ty Aprl, the Lisrdd Ly oof
the stprreme authoraty on all lerakbc malters in Soodland

im tracing e b
y
recostnisnd Charles Roberl Luand Stroclian (hetier kmnw
= coprmander of the Clan Strscl
1 will hodd @

ton beadd Uhe clan come forward and if his fellne members of the dan

ritage of his fore

as Arpy

tithe for five years and - I ma o her Clamants

are bapgny welth his performance = then he will be recogisad by the
crowwrt as the heraditary chilef of Clan Strachan, Bt first, Rob has a
few things o get 1o gnps with

it b e carel il howy | promoiinee 11y aieen surname,” he
ks, Altlough Bob pron
his surman

I'y

as Steawvn’, |

gomscious that odher mémbers ol
tiwe el say “Strakhan’

It means that, swihen [ sprak
it priblic engagements 1"l end
up saying “Strawns and Stra-
khans

ke | doen'e knowe o tosay

whniels snakes B aouimd

my owvn e, he loughs

Yt such daplomatic ma-

WL SR Lo copmig

easily to Rob, whose falher
serviel as lritish ambassa

aast Bos Yien |

o Rratesla diplo
mak o meet v
keader

estinkan Liberalisn Armdy

at — in a private gathering and without instructions
]

froem his government, That meeting has been hatled as the break-

through that e

eritueally led to the Oslo Accord between Arafat and
Isracti prime mpsder Yitzhak Rabin
Hopefully Rob won't face sucl el
uder, but amy dipl skills he tnbherited feom hi
already been il Lo oo 1sce on I tes I
Rack mr 2007, the Clan Strachan Society had asked Rolun Blar, the
then Lord Lyowss Kimg of Arms, Lo recognise Ben SErag huam as the clan's

i postings as clan com

o s father have

g i the pole

communder, The socicty s regquest weas turmed dovwn because it hund

ned followed the guibdines Lidd dowen for holding an official family

convention or “Derbhfine’ to decide on @l ier




After the rn

changed

2010, the Strachans revivil in Lhe interest in clans

became Lhe first clan to use the new g S hl

tage amd in 2005 Jim
begin thy

eSS

r choosing a commander, |

wvhiun
1

s declining healtls, Ben and his wife, Lize, chose he Clan Strachan

their son, Rob, as their family representor’ at the Socicty, which mms to ‘restore
cormvention nacy angd honour Lo the

I 2012, Davad Sellar, the then Lord Lyon of namye of Stra
Arms, appointed Charles Burnett, Ress Herald Rody's appointment as com-
Extraondinary, to oversee the process and, in the mander has brought the socicty a

spring of 2013, a teleconference involving about 20 loser Lo il 1l amd its new

Strac

ns selocted from around the world was con

uer is enthusiastic abo
Having t

us

wented bo select a candidate. Rob was g

achan, Laig
mant for Tiy

ted against ravelled o Kuvwait

mobed historian stessor Sir Hew 5

Yemen, Lebanon, P

Gle hton and now 1-ligns

i and Canada with his

i

and the Much Honoured Roddy Strachan,

parents on their varions pos!

Nobody knows
X he hopees his role will
“f[}r Sire g.f_.'le' allowy him to visit Stra

il 1 sugaest ) : chans ar i the world
nd in the ”h“' JEH{’ dlj(.’{.-‘l We're nol sure what
a clan heritage cenlre the rale will involve

The teleconference attendees gave their undivided EJ”I‘-'
suppert for Rob to become their leader, An Ad Hoc
Dlerbyfli as held on 11 April 2014 in Edinbuirgh

Renholm
Ve w

Rob is 3o

tranger I
nl through round after round of

rseas adventures amd
tions," explains Roh. *l think what swung it

the e was when we were talking about

ture and what would happen to our

od the clan society could periaps by

area and wve could ere

with the family convention giving its unanimous because we don't have a set way
backing to the w Rob to become clan of doing things

& i I 8
commander. Before the end of the month, the Lord One of Rob’s first ideas lies a

Ly

1l re

of Arms sed the decision of the little closer to home. The Feugh
wrward in the side lon, swhich lies within

revival of the clan parislt of

Derbfhine, taking a major stej

chan, closed some
Nobody knows for sure why the line died out 18 months a;
Rob says, Admiral 3ir Richard John Strachan, the

previcas clan chief, died in 1828 without an b

Quicen: Victoria™s Jove of Scotland t

gorod o

clan could Buy the inn and tuem it o a beritage
contre and somewhere for members of the clan to
stay when they visit Scotland

‘It would require a ot of fundraising, but 1 think
it waonld be great for the clan,' Rob enthuses, There
are so many people around the world who are
e about Scotland, bul many don't have a
o money and g0 a trip here can be a once-in-a-
we holiday. IF we can offer cheaper acoomumo-
dation for them then it sl hedp them out.”

Roby 15 mo stranger to big projects = after school
al Loretto in Mussclburgh, be studied al Harper
Adams Universily, an agri
in Shropshire, and worked in the con
struction and landscape industry, His

ultural college
il of Strachan |s

home te a trout fishery.
Strachans at the

achievements included restoring the Old Ad Hoc Derbfhine in

Ml on Mull, which he turmed into o fam-  [EESEEETEERREGIRS O ER
ily home and bed and breakfast, as well as o
N Lombn the fish-rearing ponds
his friend Robert Pinnock on stages for
Vivienne Westwood's fashion shows,
His brother, Jamie, is also up for a challen,
Hee has spent the past two years in Djibouti, where

such as |\'nri;m,,: with

he'is the main engineer building an aid lr.ms-ilnp-
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