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Clan Strachan’s offer to acquire Eslie the 

Lesser (or Eslie Minor, Eslie North, West 

Mullo, or Eslie the Less) was accepted 3 June 

2025. Eslie the Lesser is a scheduled ancient 

monument, classified by Canmore (ID 

36703) as a Neolithic ring-cairn, probably 

surrounded by a stone circle. Archaeological 

excavations state that Eslie the Lesser had 

probably been a large stone cist (burial 

chamber).[1] 

Eslie the Lesser lies 580 metres east-south-

east of Eslie Farmhouse, and is gracefully 

nestled on 10.5 acres of gently sloping 

agricultural land that opens to the south-

south-west. The tranquil setting offers 

peaceful, sweeping views across the 

enchanting landscape of the Lower Deeside, 

with the distant silhouette of Clachnaben on 

the horizon and the historic Eslie the Greater 

stone circle in the distance adding to the 

property’s mystic, timeless and romantic 

charm.  

 

Figure 1: View South from Eslie the Lesser (May 2025) 

 

Figure 2: Image From Canmore 

Of the three stone circles in the area, Eslie 

the Lesser stands out for its breathtaking 

views. Surrounded by rolling hills and open 

skies, it offers, by far, the most picturesque 

and serene setting—a perfect spot for those 

seeking both history and natural beauty. 

The inner ring cairn of Eslie the Lesser 

measures 8.5m in diameter by a maximum of 

0.6m in height. There is a large hollow 4.4m 

in diameter at its centre (possibly caused by 

excavation in 1873). [1] 

There are two outer kerbstones (1.2m long by 

0.4m high) on the SW and two others on the 

SSE, but the latter may be displaced.  

The outer stone circle measures 12.5m in 

diameter and has been reduced to six stones 

from a probable original total of eight or nine 

(the missing stones lying on the N arc). [1] 
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Two of the stones (only the W is upright) 

form a pair set close together on the S side of 

the circle; the W slab measures 1.2m by 

0.25m at the base by 1.5m in height, the 

fallen E slab 1.8m in length by 0.25m in 

thickness and must have stood at least 0.9m 

in height. The other stones in the circle range 

from 1.1m to 1.4m in height.[1] 

There is no recumbent setting as such, but two 

slabs were set up close together on the south, 

and though the eastern (stone 2) has fallen, at 

about 1.45m in height the western. (stone 1) 

would have appeared to be the tallest in the 

ring. The other four stones (3-6) range from 

1.1m to 1.5m in height, but their tops are all 

roughly at the same level. [2] 

The cairn within the interior of the circle is 

rather more irregular in shape and transversely 

over a kerb of slabs and boulders, the largest 

of which is in the southern quarter and over 

1m in length. [2] [3] 

The centre of the cairn was dug out, probably 

in 1873 by Robert Angus Smith, though he 

believed that it had already been disturbed and 

he found no evidence of an inner court (1880, 

303-4). [2] 

As it appears today, the internal cairn is set on 

a much larger flat-topped mound measuring 

about 17m across and rising about 0.8m above 

the level of the surrounding field. At least the 

upper portion of this mound is probably an 

ancient construction, forming a platform 

beneath the stone circle, but the addition over 

the years of field-cleared stones has largely 

obscured its original size and shape. [2] 

Some have suggested the fallen (stone 2) is a 

recumbent stone. However, archaeologists 

argue that given the placement of the stones, 

this is unlikely. [2] 

Eslie the Lesser is dated, according to 

Aberdeenshire Historic Environment Records, 

with a 100% probability to between 4000 to 

2500 BC.[4] The Neolithic period is 

characterised by the beginning of human 

settlements. People learned to cultivate plants 

and domesticate animals for food, rather than 

rely solely on hunting and gathering.  

Stone circles served multiple purposes. As for 

Eslie the Lesser, archaeological excavations 

confirm the interior ring cairn served as a 

burial cist, almost certainly for an important 

tribal leader. It is further possible, given the 

outer stone circle, the site may have also been 

used for religious ceremonies, as an 

astronomical observatory, and/or for social 

gatherings. 

Figure 3: Source, Great Crowns of Stone (2011) 
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Figure 4: View North from Eslie the Lesser (May 2025) 

EXCAVATIONS & SURVEYS 

• April 1879-80: Robert Angus Smith, pp 302-03, no. 4 

https://journals.socantscot.org/index.php/psas/article/view/5929/5899  

 

• January 1965: Visit by Ordinance Survey (OS) 

The cairn 'was opened to the depth of 3.4 feet, and several large and flattish stones were found 

very irregularly places; .... It had probably been a large stone cist'. 

 

• Field Visit (April 1984): RCAHMS: The Archaeological Sites and Monuments of North 

Kincardine 

 

• 9 April 2003: RCAHMS, The Recumbent Stone Circles of Scotland 

 

• Publication Account (2011): RCAHMS, The Recumbent Stone Circles of Scotland 

  

https://journals.socantscot.org/index.php/psas/article/view/5929/5899
https://canmore.org.uk/event/1132607
https://canmore.org.uk/event/1132607
https://canmore.org.uk/event/555900
https://canmore.org.uk/event/555900


   

 

Page 4 

ARTICLE SOURCES 

[1] Canmore, ID 36703. Eslie The Lesser. http://canmore.org.uk/site/36703  

[2] Welfare, A. (2011) Great Crowns of Stone: The Recumbent Stone Circles of Scotland. 

Edinburgh. Page(s): pp. 515-7. Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of 

Scotland (RCAHMS) Shelf Number: A.1.7.WEL.  
https://archive.org/details/great-crowns-of-stone-1/page/515/mode/1up?q=%22Eslie+the+Lesser%22 

[3] RCAHMS. (1984b) The archaeological sites and monuments of North Kincardine, 

Kincardine and Deeside District, Grampian Region, The archaeological sites and monuments of 

Scotland series no 21. Edinburgh. Page(s): 10, No. 20 RCAHMS Shelf Number: A.1.2.ARC/21 
https://i.rcahms.gov.uk/canmore-pdf/WP00007530.pdf  

[4] Aberdeenshire Historic Environment Records:  

https://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/smrpub/master/detail.aspx?tab=period&refno=NO79SW0001  

ANCILLIARY SOURCES 

Barnatt, J. (1989) Stone circles of Britain: taxonomic and distributional analyses and a 

catalogue of sites in England, Scotland and Wales, Brit Archaeol Rep, BAR British, vol. 215, 2, 

2v. Oxford. Page(s): 283 RCAHMS Shelf Number: P.81 

Burl, H A W. (1973a) 'The recumbent stone circles of North-East Scotland', Proc Soc Antiq 

Scot, vol. 102, 1969-70. Page(s): 79 

Burl, {H} A {W}. (1976a) The stone circles of the British Isles. London and New Haven. 

Page(s): 360 RCAHMS Shelf Number: E.7.BUR 

Burl, {H} A {W}. (2000) The stone circles of Britain, Ireland and Brittany. New Haven and 

London. Page(s): 429 RCAHMS Shelf Number: E.7.BUR 

Burl, {H} A {W}. (2005) A guide to the Stone Circles of Britain, Ireland and Brittany (Revised 

edition. Yale University Press. Page(s): 138 

Burl, {H} A {W}. (1995) A Guide to the Stone Circles of Britain, Ireland and Brittany. Page(s): 

138 

Coles, F R. (1900a) 'Report on stone circles in Kincardineshire (North), and part of 

Aberdeenshire, with measured plans and drawings, obtained under the Gunning Fellowship', 

Proc Soc Antiq Scot, vol. 34, 1899-1900. Page(s): 166-7 

Kenworthy, J B. (1973) 'Ring-cairns in North-east Scotland', Scot Archaeol Forum, vol. 4, 

1972. Page(s): 29 

Lukis, W C. (1885) 'Survey of certain megalithic monuments in Scotland, Cumberland and 

Westmoreland, executed on behalf of the Society of Antiquaries, London', Proc Soc Antiq, 

London, 2nd, vol. 10, 1883-5. Page(s): 309-10 

Ordnance Survey (Name Book. (1848-1878) Object Name Books of the Ordnance Survey (6 

inch and 1/2500 scale). Page(s): Book No. 3, 148 RCAHMS Shelf Number: Ref 

Ruggles and Burl, C L N and H A W. (1985) A New Study of the Aberdeenshire Recumbent 

Stone Circles, 2: Interpretation, Archaeoastronomy, vol. 6, Supplement to J History of 

Astronomy 16. Page(s): 33 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/36703
https://archive.org/details/great-crowns-of-stone-1/page/515/mode/1up?q=%22Eslie+the+Lesser%22
https://i.rcahms.gov.uk/canmore-pdf/WP00007530.pdf
https://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/smrpub/master/detail.aspx?tab=period&refno=NO79SW0001


   

 

Page 5 

Ruggles, C L N. (1999) Astronomy in Prehistoric Britain and Ireland. New Haven and London. 

Page(s): 188 

Ruggles, C L N. (1984) A New Study of the Aberdeenshire Recumbent Stone Circles, I: Site 

Data, Archaeoastronomy, vol. 6, Supplement to J History of Astronomy 15. Page(s): 60 

Smith, R A. (1880) 'Notes on stone circles in Durris, Kincardineshire and its neighbourhood', 

Proc Soc Antiq Scot, vol. 14, 1879-80. Page(s): 303-4, no 5. 

https://journals.socantscot.org/index.php/psas/article/view/5929/5899  

Thom, A. (1967a) Megalithic sites in Britain. Oxford. Page(s): 98, 136, no. B 2/5 RCAHMS 

Shelf Number: E.7.THO 

Thom, Thom and Burl, A, A S and [H] A [W]. (1980) Megalithic rings: plans and data for 

229 monuments in Britain, Brit Archaeol Rep, BAR British, vol. 81. Oxford. Page(s): 202-3 

RCAHMS Shelf Number: P.81 

 

 

 

Red (top): Eslie the Lesser Stone Circle 

Green (bottom left): Eslie the Greater Stone Circle 

Blue (bottom right): The Nine Stanes Stone Circle 
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