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The Armorial Roll of Clan Strachan  

The Lord Lyon's "Public Register of All Arms and Bearings in Scotland" originated by passage 

of the "Lyon King of Arms Act 1672, cap 47", legally required all Scottish Arms to be registered 

at the Court of the Lord Lyon.    

These Scottish Arms would have been documented by "Letters Patent" so recognised by the 

Sovereign of Scotland (the Ard Righ), the Fountain of Honour, through her Officer of Honour, 

the Lord Lyon King of Arms. Many of the modern Letters Patent have been included in this 

paper.    

Prior to 1672, Scottish Arms were unregistered and loosely differentiated among the various 

cadet lines of the family. These older arms, generally shields alone, have been found on various 

grants and charters, mounted on stone buildings, recorded in private rolls , and can be found 

on other sources.  

Even after 1672, it was common practice in certain parts of the commonwealth, Canada for 

example, to use unregistered Arms. These are also included in this paper.  

Illustrated below are the Strachan armorial bearings (Coats of Arms) as recorded in the 

Register of all Armorial Bearings in Scotland (the Lyon Register) along with other armorial 

bearing listed in other sources for those whose arms are not of Scottish origin. 

These arms are a perfect illustration of the way in which all new grants and matriculations of 

Scottish arms try to follow and reflect the "chiefly" or "stem" arms. We can see that the Scottish 

Strachan arms are predominately based upon a blue shield and the main achievement with a 

very high probability a stag. Early medieval Strachan seals also frequently incorporated foils 

(flowers), which seem to have been lost over time.  

 

History of Evidentiary Standards  

The office of the Court of the Lord Lyon stands among the most ancient heraldic jurisdictions 

in Europe. Charged with the regulation of arms and the adjudication of matters of honour in 

Scotland, it has, from its earliest days, required those claiming arms to demonstrate a lawful 

right to bear them. Yet while the obligation to prove descent has remained constant, the nature 

and quality of that proof has undergone a gradual but significant transformation. 

Early Foundations: Custom and Reputation  

In the centuries preceding the modern era, the evidentiary practices of the Lyon Court were 

shaped as much by custom as by law. Following the Lyon Register Act 1672, which established 

the Public Register of All Arms and Bearings in Scotland, it became mandatory for arms to be 

formally recorded. This statute represented a decisive step towards regulation; however, it did 

not prescribe a rigid evidentiary framework in the modern sense. 

During this period, proof of descent might be established through a combination of: 

¶ family reputation and standing within a district;  

¶ attestations by respected persons;  

¶ earlier armorial usage; and  
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¶ such documentary material as happened to be available.  

The scarcity of comprehensive civil records, coupled with the social realities of the time, meant 

that tradition and recognition carried considerable weight . The Lyon, acting as both judge 

and officer of state, exercised broad discretion in determining whether a petitioner's claim was 

sufficiently established. 

The Nineteenth Century: The Rise of Documentary Genealogy  

The nineteenth century brought with it profound changes in historical method and record -

keeping. Across Britain, genealogy began to develop as a more disciplined and evidentiary 

pursuit. Within this context, the Lyon Court, particularly under the tenure of figures such as Sir 

James Balfour Paul, increasingly turned towards documentary verification . 

This period witnessed: 

¶ greater reliance upon parish registers of baptism, marriage, and burial;  

¶ the systematic use of wills, testaments, and sasine records;  

¶ a growing scepticism towards uncorroborated pedigrees and family lore.  

Whilst tradition was not wholly discarded, it was no longer sufficient on its own. Instead, it 

became necessary to support such claims with tangible records. The romantic genealogies of 

earlier centuries, often compiled without rigorous citation, began to lose their authority in the 

face of archival evidence. 

The Twentieth Century: Standardisation and Legal Rigour  

By the early twentieth century, the evidentiary expectations of the Lyon Court had crystallised 

into a more recognisably modern form. The proving of descent came to resemble a legal 

exercise, requiring a continuous chain of documentary evidence  linking the petitioner to a 

recognised armiger. 

Key developments included: 

¶ the expectation of primary documentation for each generational link;  

¶ the relegation of secondary sources to a corroborative role;  

¶ the increasing formalisation of petitions and supporting materials.  

This shift reflected broader legal and administrative trends, in which courts demanded 

verifiable and reproducible evidence. Heraldry, though rooted in tradition, was no exception. 

Contemporary Practice: Primary Sources as the Standard  

In the present day, under the authority of the Lord Lyon King of Arms, the Court applies a 

standard of proof that is firmly grounded in documentary evidence. Petitioners are expected 

to demonstrate their entitlement through primary genealogical sources , typically including: 

¶ civil registrations of birth, marriage, and death;  

¶ parish registers;  

¶ wills and testaments;  

¶ land and legal records.  
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Secondary works³such as published genealogies or entries in armorial compendia³may 

assist, but they are not regarded as conclusive unless supported by primary documentation. 

The Court's approach aligns closely with modern principles of legal proof, emphasising 

reliability, traceability, and evidentiary continuity. 

Conclusion  

The history of evidentiary standards in the Lyon Court is not marked by a single moment of 

reform, but by a gradual evolution. From an early reliance upon reputation and custom, 

through the documentary awakening of the nineteenth century, to the rigorous evidentiary 

expectations of today, the trajectory is clear. 

What has changed is not the requirement to prove one's right to arms, but the means by which 

that proof must be established. In this respect, the Court of the Lord Lyon reflects a broader 

historical movement: the transformation of genealogy from an art informed by memory into a 

discipline governed by evidence. 

 

On the Representation of Seals and Armorial Colour 

Seals, by their very nature, are impressions taken in wax, intended to authenticate rather than 

to display the full richness of armorial achievement. As such, they do not convey colour in the 

manner of painted arms, but instead rely upon form, line, and relief. For this reason, the seals 

reproduced in this work are presented in black and white, reflecting both their original medium 

and the limitations inherent in their preservation. 

Where a formal blazon survives, and where it explicitly records the tinctures of the arms, the 

author has, where appropriate, incorporated those colours in accompanying illustrations. Such 

renderings are intended not as conjecture, but as a faithful visual interpretation of the heraldic 

description. 

It should further be noted that the images contained herein have been generated with the 

assistance of artificial intelligence. While care has been taken to ensure accuracy and fidelity 

to the blazon, these images remain interpretative reconstructions, guided by heraldic 

convention rather than direct historical artefact. 
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No. 1: STRATHHATHE, Hugh of (c 1296) 

 

Year:  1296, Ragman Roll 

Blazon:  A shield cross paty cantoned between four starts 

Source(s):  SAS, no. 27131; SHS, no. 623/3; and McAndrew, no. 1208 

STRACHAN, Hugh. A shield of arms: A cross pattée between four stars. 

Legend: s® EGO STROCHOVN (?). Diam. 1 in. Record Off. Homage, 28 Aug. 1296. 

This is recorded off the Ragman Roll, 28 August 1296. According to McAndrew, Bain indexes 

under Strachan. However, this is inaccurate, as Bain indexes under STRATHHATHE.  

SAS and SHS both index under Hugh Strachan (Sp. Strachovn).  

This Hugh may be descendent from Hugh, son Waltheof, who held half of a davoch next to 

Scotston, in the Mearns (St. Andrews Lib. 285-6, 286-7; RRS, iv, no. 4; and Arbroath Liber , no. 

272).  

People of Medieval Scotland, or PoMS, states that Hugh son of Waltheof, is, 'Almost certainly 

of the family of Strachan' (PoMS, no. 2073, archived 8 December 2020). 

Hugh's arms are absent the traditional Strachan stag. Some have suggested that since the 

shield incorporates a cross as it's main heraldic charge, Hugh of Strachan may have been a 

cleric. Clerics, according to McAndrew, would have been compelled to sign the Ragman Roll.   

However, Hugh®s arms are entirely consistent with early personal heraldic usage , not 

necessarily ecclesiastical office. The seal is more consistent with a lay armiger than a cleric. 

 

 

 

1 https://archive.org/details/scottisharmorial00macd/page/349/mode/1up  

https://archive.org/details/scottisharmorial00macd/page/349/mode/1up
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No. 2: STRAUCHIN, John of (1309)  

 

Year:  1309 

Blazon:  A stag courant to sinister between three roses (or quatrefoils, rose with four petals), 

not on a shield 

Source(s):  SHS, no. 623/4; SAS, no. 27142; and Seals, ii, no. 927 

Woods' Scottish Heraldic Seals (623/4) and Scottish Armorial Seals (no. 2714) inaccurately 

describe John's seal as three cinquefoils (a flower with five pedals). 

 

2 https://archive.org/details/scottisharmorial00macd/page/349/mode/1up 
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Reproduced by permission of the National Archives of Scotland,  

Hutton's Sigilla, Papers of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, GD103/2/15 
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No. 3: STRATHEINE, John (probably before c 1350 )  

 

 

 

 

 

Year: Early 14th-century Seal Matrix 
 
Blazon: (When embossed into wax):  
A stag courant to sinister with two cinquefoils 
(rose with five petals) to the fore of the stag's 
legs, and two sexfoils (rose with six petals) 
below the stag's stomach. 
 
Source(s): Perth Museum and Art Gallery  
(COTT no. 08/01) 
 
A seal matrix dateable to the 13th or 14th century 
was discovered in 2001 by a metal detectorist, P 
Nunez, in Foulden, Berwickshire, in a field next 
to the parish church and tithe barn.   Adhering to 
good practice, the finder declared his discovery 
as treasure trove and the object was forwarded 
to the National Museums of Scotland (herein 
"NMS") for processing by the Treasure Trove 
Panel (COTT no. 08/01). 
 
The National Museums of Scotland initially 
identified the seal matrix as belonging to 
STRATHEARN.3 
 
A retraction was later printed identifying the seal 
as belonging to John Strachan. 4 
 

 

  

 

3 Hall, Mark  2005. óJohn of Stratherne and Alan Muschamp: Two Medieval men of Strathearn and their seal matricies.ô 

Tayside and Fife Archaeological Journal, volume 11, 2005, pages 80-7.  

 
4 Strachan, J.A, Strachan, G. óFoulden seal matrix ï John de Strachan.ô Tayside and Fife Archaeological Journal, volume 11, 

2005, pages 80-7. https://www.clanstrachan.org/history/seal-matrix/  

https://www.clanstrachan.org/history/seal-matrix/
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No. 4: STRACHAN, Thomas of Glenkindie (16 May 1406)  

 

Year:  16 May 1406 

Blazon:  A shield of arms, on a chief three cinquefoils 

Source(s):  SHS, no. 623/5 
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No. 5: STRACHAN, Alexander of the Knox ( c 1446) 

  

Year:  c 1446 

Blazon:  A shield of arms, a stag head cabossed 

Source(s):   SHS, 623/6 
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No. 6: STRACHAN, William, Burgess of Dundee (c 1455)  

 

Year:  c 1455 

Blazon:  A shield of arms, a cross crosslet fitchée, on a chief three cinquefoils 

Source(s):  SHS, 623/8 
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No. 7: STRACHAN, Alexander of Knox ( c 1459) 

  

Year:  c 1459 

Blazon:  A shield of arms, a stag statant  

Source(s):   SHS, no. 623/7 
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No. 8: STRACHAN, John of Thornton, co. Forfar ( c 1470)  

 

Year:  c 1470 

Blazon:  A shield of arms:  A stag trippant, STRACHAN, in sinister chief a rose or cinquefoil 

for difference 

Source(s):  SHS, 623/9; SAS, no 27155; and Seals, i, 758) 

 

  

 

5 https://archive.org/details/scottisharmorial00macd/page/349/mode/1up 
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No. 9: STRACHAN, Andrew ( c 1506) 

 

Year:  c 1506 

Blazon:   A shield of Arms, a stag lodged 

Source(s):   SHS, no 623/10 
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No. 10: STRACHAN, David of Thornton ( c 1506x12)  

 

Year:  c 1506x12 

Blazon:  A shield of arms, a stag lodged 

Source(s):   SHS, no 623/11 
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No. 11: STRACHAN, Agnes (c 1530) 

 

 

 

Year:  c 1530 

 

Blazon:   

Ermine, a chief(?)   

 

Source(s):   

SAS, no 2716 

Appears Agnes is using her husband's seal, Menzies 

or Manners family (SAS, nos. 1958-63, from 

c1511x73) 
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No. 12: STRACHAN, Master James, Parson of Fettercairn, Canon of Aberdeen (c 1541)  

 

Year:  c 1541 

Blazon:  A shield diapered with foliage bearing arms, on a chief three cinquefoils6 

Source(s):  SAS, no. 27177 

 

  

 

6 The diapering of armorial emblazonments is a matter with which the Science of armory has no concern. Diaper never forms any 

part of the blazon, and is never officially noticed, being considered, and very properly allowed to remain, a purely artistic detail. 

Source:  https://www.gutenberg.org/files/41617/41617-h/41617-h.htm 
7 https://archive.org/details/scottisharmorial00macd/page/349/mode/1up  

https://archive.org/details/scottisharmorial00macd/page/349/mode/1up
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No. 13: STRACHAN, of Thornton (1542)  

 

 

The above are the Arms of Strachan of Thornton ,  likely belonging to Sir Alexander Strachan 

of Thornton.8 

 

  

 

8 Lindsay, Sir David. Fac simily of an Ancient Heraldic Manuscript 1542. W. & D. Laing, Edinburgh 

1822. Page  108. Online: 

https://archive.org/details/facsimileofancie00lind/page/108/mode/1up?q=Strathachin  

https://archive.org/details/facsimileofancie00lind/page/108/mode/1up?q=Strathachin
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No. 14: STRACHAN, Thomas of Carmyllie (1547)  

 

 

Year:  c 1547 

Blazon:  On a chief three cinquefoils 

Source(s):  SHS, 623/12 
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No. 15: STRACHAN, John, Builder of Claypotts Castle  

 

 

Year:  unknown 

Blazon:  A chief bearing three cinquefoils flanked by initials J and S 

Source(s):  Claypotts Castle  

The surviving carvings and associated representations at Claypotts Castle depict the chief 

charged with three cinquefoils, accompanied by the initials of John Strachan. Notably, certain 

illustrations include horizontal lines within the chief; however, these lines do not form part of 

the recorded blazon. They appear to be later artistic additions or interpretative details derived 

from the physical stonework, rather than elements of formal heraldic description. The following 

image is shown at Claypotts Castle.  
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No. 16: STRATHAUCHEN, James, Canon of the Chapter of Aberdeen (1541x88)  

 

Year:  1541x1588 

Blazon:  A chief bearing three cinquefoils 

Source(s):  Claypotts Castle; SHS, 623/13, SAS, no. 27189; Seals, ii, no. 926 

* Son of John Strachan, builder of Claypotts 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

9 https://archive.org/details/scottisharmorial00macd/page/349/mode/1up  

https://archive.org/details/scottisharmorial00macd/page/349/mode/1up
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No. 17: STRACHAN, John of Monboddo (1559)  

 

Year:  1559 

Blazon:  A shield of arms. A stag lodged. Foliage at top and crossing diagonal lines at sides of 

shield. 

Legend : S. Johannes de Strathauchin 

Source(s):  SHS, 623/14 
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No. 18: STRACHAN, Gilbert, of Brigton, Scotland, 16 th century (Rolls 1562, 1588)  

 

Year:  1562x88 

Blazon:  Argent a crescent gules on a chief azure three roses of the first 

Source(s):  Slains Roll; and Hagues Roll 

* Likely the son of John Strachan, builder of Claypotts 

 

 
Slains Roll 

 

 
Hagues Roll 
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No. 19: STRACHIN, Roeger (1573)  

 

Year:  1559 

Blazon:  A shield of arms:  a stag lodged, for STRACHAN on foliage 

Source(s):  Laing®s MS. Catal., No 142; and SAS, no 2720 
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No. 20: STRATACHINE, of Thornton  (1562, 1580 & 1588)  

 

Year:  1559  

Blazon:  Appears to be, Azure a stag courant Or 

Source(s):   Slains Roll (Exhibit 1); Hauge Roll (Exhibit 2) 

 

 
Slains Roll 

 

 
Hagues Roll 

  

 



 

25 

 

No. 21: STRATACHINE, of Thornton  (1588)  

 

Year:  1559  

Blazon:  Azure a stag trippant Or   

Source is Crawford Secondus (Exhibit 5) 
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No. 22: STRACHAN of Monboddo (1562 & 1588)  

 

Year:  1559 

Blazon:  Azure, a stag courant Or, between antlers a cinquefoil Argent. 

Source(s):  Slains Roll; Hauge Roll (Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

27 

 

No. 23: STRACHAN of Dillievard (1588)  

 

Year:  1588 

Blazon:  Azure, a stag's head erased Or, between the attires a mullet of five points Argent 

Source(s):  Hauge Roll (Exhibit 2) 
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No. 24: STRACHAN, Alexander, of Thornton, 1st Baronet of Nova Scotia (1596)  

 

 

Year:  1596 

Blazon:  A shield of arms:  a stag trippant, STRACHAN. On foliage. 

Legend : Legend (Caps.) : s' ALEXANDRiE  STRAVCHOVN 

Source(s):  Laing, MS, no 141; and SAS, no. 2720 
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No. 25: STRAUCHOUN, Alexander (1604)  

 

Year:  1604 

Blazon:  A shield of Arms:  A stag trippant 

Legend : S' Alexandrie STRAUCHOUN 

Source(s): ." a.d. 1604. ³ Dun Charters. Seals, i, no. 759; and SAS, no. 272210 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

10 https://archive.org/details/scottisharmorial00macd/page/349/mode/1up 



 

30 

 

No. 26: STRACHAN, Sir Alexander Strachan of Thornton, Baronet of Nova Scotia  (1625) 

 

Year:  1625 

Blazon:  Or, a stag at gaze azure attired sable.  

Source(s):  None.  Shown on various clan maps  

The arms are presumed  for Sir Alexander Strachan of Thornton, 1 st Baronet (1625), and 
Sir John Strachan, Esquire (1740) .  

 

 

The arms depicted above are attributed to Sir Alexander based on an entry in the General 

Armory dated 1625. However, no source is cited for this attribution, and the author is unaware 

of any contemporary rolls, seals, or other documentary evidence confirming that Sir Alexander 

Strachan, first Baronet, bore these arms. Furthermore, the stag depicted on the shield here, 

shown standing, is inconsistent with the earlier 1604 seal (No. 25), which clearly displays a 

stag trippant. 

As the previous Laird of Strachan, Alexander, died circa 1601, the 1604 seal of S' Alexandrie 

Strauchoun is likely a more reliable representation of the arms used by Sir Alexander Strachan 

of Thornton, Baronet. In addition, the Strachan of Thornton line traditionally bore a shield Azure 

with a stag Or. On balance, the arms described in the 1625 entry in the General Armory are 

more plausibly attributable to the Strachan of Inchtuthill line. 
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No. 27: STRACHAN, David, Bishop of Brechin (1662 -1671)  

 

Year:  1662x71 

Blazon:  A shield of arms:  a stag couchant; between the initials D
B

B, for David, Bishop of 

Brechin 

Source(s):  Seals, ii, no. 1052; and SAS, no. 272311 

 

 

  

 

11 https://archive.org/details/scottisharmorial00macd/page/349/mode/1up  

https://archive.org/details/scottisharmorial00macd/page/349/mode/1up
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No. 28: STRACHAN, John, Bailzie of Leven. County Fife (167 3) 

 

Year: 1672 

Blazon : Parted per pales Gules and Azure, on a mount in base Vert, a stag trippant atyred Or. 

Motto: Forward. 

Source : Lyon Register, vol. i, pg. 421 (August 1673) 

 

First of the Name to have registered Arms 
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No. 29: STRACHAN, Sir Alexander, Laird of Glenkindie (1675)  

 

Year:  1675 

Blazon:  Azure, a stag trippant Or , attired  and ungulled  Gules. Crest a stag standing at gaze 

as in the arms. Motto ²"Non Timeo Sed Caveo 

Source(s):  The General Armory of England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales. Vol. 3, page 978 

 

Lyon Register: 
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No. 30: STRACHAN, Sir Thomas , of Inchtuthill, Baronet of Nova Scotia (1685)  

 

Figure 1: Arms of Sir Thomas Strachan, Bt  

 

Year:  1685 

Blazon:  Or, a stag at gaze azure attired sable a border gules for differencing. CREST: A demi 

stag springing Or, holding a thistle in his mouth proper. MOTTO: Non Timeo Sed Caveo. 

SUPPORTERS: Two greyhounds. 
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Source(s):  The General Armory of England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales. Vol. 3, page 978. 

These Arms were not registered at the College of Arms, London, nor the Court of the Lord 

Lyon, Edinburgh. The only appear the in General Armory 

 

Burke's General Armory does not in itself establish that arms were formally granted or 

matriculated by a heraldic authority. Burke's compilation, first published in the nineteenth 

century, drew upon a wide range of sources, including family submissions, manuscript 

armorials, printed genealogies, funeral certificates, and long-established usage. It was not an 

official register of grants, nor did it systematically verify each entry against the records of the 

Court of the Lord Lyon or the College of Arms. Arms might therefore be recorded in the 

General Armory on the basis of tradition, assumption, or unproven pedigree, even where no 

surviving patent of arms exists in Edinburgh, London, or elsewhere. In some cases, the original 

grant may have been lost; in others the arms may never have been formally authorised but 

were borne by custom and later accepted by compilers. Inclusion in Burke confirms attribution 

and contemporary recognition of usage, but it does not of itself constitute proof of lawful 

heraldic authority under either the Scottish or English systems. 

A later matriculation by the Court of the Lord Lyon in 1765 states that Capt. Sir John Strachan, 

Baronet, was the nephew of Thomas Strachan of Inchtuthill, who was "knighted in May 1685." 
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No. 31: STRACHAN of Tarrie, Alexander - Merchant in Montrose , (1756) 

 

Year:  1739 

Blazon:   

Azure, on a Mount in base proper, a stag tripping Or; attired and ungulled Gules; In dexter 

chief a Star of Six Rays; and in sinister an Increscent Argent. CREST ² A ship in full sail proper. 

MOTTO: Juvat Deus Impigros. 

Source(s):   

The General Armory of England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales. Vol. 3, page 978; Lyon 

Register, vol i, p. 215 (August 1739, recorded c. 1756) 

 

 




























































































